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News In Brief

� YOUTH SATURDAY - OCTOBER 9, 2004 

 Gethsemane Youth - from the English and Malayalam prayer groups had a day of prayer and fun on October 9th from 10.00 a.m.   
 to 4.00 p.m. Children aged 4 to mid-20Ês attended the day. They started the day with Praise and Worship and then broke into   
 activity � People Bingo - to get to know each other better, games such as basketball and soccer and a movie on the Legacy of Mother  
 Teresa. The choice of activity was left to each one. Lunch was special � it was everyoneÊs favourite food � PIZZA⁄  Later in the day,   
 the older youth took time aside to interact with each other, to share their thoughts on how the Lord was leading their lives. They   
 also shared ideas on how to reach other youth, through evangelizing and sharing of their experience. The day was concluded with   
 the Divine Mercy Chaplet and a closing prayer
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� Farewell to Rev. Fr. Paul Varghese Moonjeli, C.M.I.
 On September 25th the Gethsemane Malayalam group bid farewell to Fr. Moonjeli (Pastor of St. Thomas the 
 Apostle Mission) who is returning to India to continue his work there. As a token of appreciation, Mr. Suresh 
 Dominic presented Father with a Spiritual Bouquet and a gift on behalf of the Gethsemane Ministries.

News In Brief (contd.)

�Guest Speaker - Mr. Jim Hughes, National President of Campaign Life Coalition
 Friday, October 22nd - Jim Hughes attended the Gethsemane weekly fellowship and spoke about his life 

journey in the Pro-Life movement and with Campaign Life Coalition. At the peak of his successful business 
career, the seed was sown in his heart to speak for the most vulnerable � for the unborn babies. JimÊs initial 
plan was to volunteer with the Pro-Life movement and to set everything right within two years. Within that 
time his affluence dwindled and he became needy and when he became needy, God supplied his every need. 
By responding to the call and taking on the challenge, Jim soon realized that it was also a call to change 

 his own heart and his relationship with those around him. By being rooted in the Sacraments, and through 
prayer and support from a loving wife and family, Jim has been able to rise to the call every day. His dream  

 for himself and his wife was that they would retire at age 40. Jim is now 60 years and he continues to work tirelessly to accomplish 
 what God has planned for him. He has not accumulated money or possessions � but his wealth is from a deep personal satisfaction 
 and contentment of being a humble servant of God. He said Prayer, Sacraments and Sacred Scriptures are the first and foremost in 
 his life, which helped him to put his faith into action. He urged everyone at Gethsemane to rise to every occasion and to speak up 
 for what we believe in. He reiterated that each one of us is capable of bringing about the much-needed change in our country and 
 that change can happen quickly! Thank you Jim for your life example. May God Bless you in the work ahead! 

� Guest Speaker - Maria Dalgarno, Focolare Movement
 Friday, October 29th - The Focolare Movement is a Canonically approved Catholic lay ministry, which began in Italy and is 
 now worldwide. Members consist of single and married people as well as religious. Their spirituality is: „Unity with Jesus amongst 
 us‰. MariaÊs talk is noted here, especially for those who could not attend the weekly prayer meeting.

 „It is so wonderful to meet the members of Gethsemane Ministries. I feel the true presence of Jesus in our midst tonight. It is not 
 difficult to share my own life experience of trying to live as a ÂfocolarinaÊ for many years here in Canada.  The Holy Spirit has given 
 many charisms to the Church - we could say the Âold charismsÊ and the Ânew charismsÊ.  A charism is something that is given to 
 help the People of God, and is transmitted to others in unity with the Hierarchy of the Church. Chiara Ulrich, a young woman, 
 the founder of the Focolare Movement felt the call to leave everything and put God at the first place in her life. She often shared 
 how it is Ânot her workÊ but Âthe Work of GodÊ � only He could touch the lives of five million adherents who now try to live this 
 spirituality all over the world, to the Glory of God, to the glory of the Church. 

 The main goal of the Focolare Movement is unity based on the Last Will and Testament of Jesus to the Father before dying: „That 
 All May Be One.‰ (Jn. 17: 21). The Movement was approved as the ÂWork of Mary; (juridical name) by the Holy See in 1965, and 
 comes under the Pontifical Council for the Laity. Chiara Lubich and the Centre of the Movement are always in contact with this 
 Dicastery.  I believe Gethsemane Ministries has also been given a gift � a charism. I believe in its authenticity because I see it in 
 your own life and in the fruits of the members of Gethsemane Ministries, and the fact that the Gethsemane Ministries is always 
 united to the Church. 

 Christians today cannot Âtake life easyÊ⁄as friends often tell us to do. Time is short for all of us. We need to aim high, aim at 
 sanctity � a collective sanctity � we go to God together⁄The Holy Father has spoken of this so many times and in his document 
 � Nuovo Millenio Ineunte � he encourages us all to live a Âcollective spiritualityÊ ⁄ So courage, always ahead - let every obstacle be a 
 springboard⁄. to bring about Jesus in our midst wherever two or three are gathered in His Name. He will make the revolution of 
 love in a society so devoid of true Christian love.

 Be sure of my prayers on this journey. We are all united as brothers and sisters in whatever Lay Movement we belong. What is 
 important is to serve Jesus and His Beloved Church on earth, even at the cost of our own blood‰.

� G.Y.M (Gethesemane Youth Ministires) Outreach
 The Gethsemane Youth Ministry provided the music for the evening Mass and at the accompanying fundraising dinner at    
 St. AidanÊs Catholic Church, Scarborough, on Saturday, October 30th. Fr. Joe Fenech, Parish Priest and a Committee Member of 

the Knights of The Holy Sepulchre hosted this fundraising dinner. The 
purpose of this event was to raise money to support the Catholic Shrines 
in the Holy Land.

God Bless You Fr. Moonjeli

FEEDBACK FROM THE YOUTH
- Tears from one of the youngest team members,  

  Adrian, at having to leave at the end of 
  the day.
 - „IÊm waiting for the next youth Saturday‰ 
  ~ Joe.
 - „We really enjoyed the day and we look forward 
  to coming back next month. We prayed and  
  had fun at the same time. I enjoyed my  
  favourite food - Pizza. I wished that the day 
  never ended. It was a great way to celebrate  
  Thanksgiving!‰ ~ George
 - „The Youth Saturday was a great success. It was  
  a good balance of prayer and other activities 
  like the sports. When we were praying for the 
  group, we all really felt God speaking to us. I 
  felt this especially when the Bible was passed 
  around, and we would pray before opening it. 
  Whichever page that was opened was read. The 
  passages that we read were really amazing, and 
  were like answers to our doubts and worries. I  
  really liked the whole program, and I sincerely look forward to the next Youth Saturday. ~ Ankit George
 - The combined Youth Saturday meeting (English/ Malayalam) exemplified a spiritual fire that has been ignited among Gethsemane Youth. It 
  encouraged spiritual growth amongst leaders, and established a sounding board for our youth to let their voices be heard. I was especially touched 
  by the commitment and enthusiasm of various members for essentially using their talents to win souls for Christ. As well, I was encouraged to see 
  both Malayalam and English younger youth come together, without any reservations and unite through games and sports testifying that GodÊs 
  love has no racial or ethnic barriers. Overall, the combined youth meeting was a spiritually enriching experience and it further cemented my 
  belief that united together in Christ the youth of today can be the leaders of tomorrow by utilizing the various talents that God has richly blessed  
  us with. I believe that having such a combined youth meeting will further allow our youth to shine their individual talents and give us an 
  opportunity without reservation, to spiritually uplift our Lord and do marvelous works for Him. ~ Michelle Joseph 
 - „This is my experience of the youth meeting. It was certainly a time for all of us to bind each other in love, in a friendly environment. It was also   
  a wonderful opportunity for all of us to pray together in the presence of the Holy Spirit. I personally felt a great deal of outpouring of the Holy 
  Spirit when we, the Senior Youth gathered together and asked the Almighty Lord to give us direction as to what we should do in the future. It was 
  amazing the way God spoke to us that day; each word that was received by the group members, confirmed that He has called each one of us to 
  serve Him, filling us with hope and strength. This was definitely a moment of strength for me, as I have been living away from home � going to 
  school in Barrie and therefore was unable to attend the weekly prayer meetings on a regular basis. I really felt JesusÊ unconditional love and I was  
  blessed with the gift of tears - I cried throughout the session. Jesus spoke through me with the song „Jesus what a wonder you are‰. We were able 
  to surrender our lives to Jesus and to ask Him to mould us according to His will. I am thankful to God for the blessing He showered upon each  
  one of us. I will certainly try to attend the Youth Day meetings.‰ ~ Sanitha John
 - When I was asked to share my feelings about the 1-day youth meeting, I was really confused, because I had no idea what to share or how to share. 
  Then I thought why not I would give it a try. To be honest, I didnÊt want to go to the youth meeting. But if I hadnÊt gone, that would have been 
  the biggest loss ever. It was unbelievable! I really felt JesusÊ presence in our midst. I heard Him talking to us, to me. That was really something new 
  to me. Something I have never experienced before. I used to try everything to get away from this prayer meeting. I used to think that Jesus is 
  everywhere, why do we have to go somewhere to pray. But whatever I said or tried, I always came back here. Jesus calls me back, through friends 
  and family. Now I know no matter what I do or how many times I turn my back to Him, He will be there for me, always. Amen! ~ Divya Abraham

  Come back and bring your friends along for Fellowship and Fun on Saturday, November 13.


